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THE TIME IS NOW

Embracing our regions

VISION:

Regional prosperity and enhanced liveability
through sustainable growth

FOUR PILLARS TO REGIONAL
GROWTH AND RECOVERY:
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Economic Growth Connectivity Liveability Sustainability
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(1) ECONOMIC
GROWTH

BUSINESS ATTRACTION

The regions are home to some of Victoria's most innovative citizens. Each region has their own
specialist industries and strengths, but will require support to see these industries achieve maturity.

With only 7 per cent of Victoria’s start-ups based in regional Victoria,” now is the time to develop
a long-term plan to attract new businesses and encourage innovation in the regions.

The technology sector is at the centre of Victoria's economic future with year-on-year job growth
in Victorian start-ups reaching 10.75 per cent between 2018 and 2020. The disparity in new
technology businesses can be explained by the digital divide between metropolitan and regional
Victoria, and a lack of enabling infrastructure, dis-incentivising business investment.

Expanding on LaunchVIC’s presence across regional Victoria would assist regionally based start-
ups, and, by following the success of the Breakthrough Victoria Fund, delivering a targeted regional
fund for all industries will fill the gap for investment in innovation.

“LaunchVic’s Victorian Startup Ecosystem Mapping Report 2018



TOURISM

Tourism plays a vital role in all regional cities ~ be it local, domestic or
international visitors. Each region has a unique offering and is reliant on
regular visitors, many of whom become repeat visitors or even residents.

In the year ending March 2021, the regional Victorian tourism industry
lost $7 billion in tourism expenditure and 32.6 million visitors, compared to
$2.7 billion and 14.1 million visitors in metropolitan Melbourne.”

The impact of the bushfires in early 2020 and the COVID-19 pandemic
has seen billions of dollars lost from regional economies. Residents have
been pushed to their financial limits and will require ongoing support if the
regional tourism industry is to survive.

RCV recognises the grants and incentives provided by the State and
Federal Governments over the past 18 months to support regional
tourism and local businesses, but ongoing support is required, particularly
if restrictions and snap lockdowns continue to be used as a public health
measure.

Regional events continue to be a strong draw card for visitors to the
regions and the Regional Events Fund has successfully supported more
than 250 events over the past 4 years. Regional cities have the capacity to
host a range of large scale events, business and incentive programs, along
with smaller community events.

*https://business.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/2002639/Victorias-Visitor-Economy - performance-infographic-year-ending-March-2021.pdf
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(@ CONNECTIVITY

“https://www.infrastructurevictoria.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Victoria-s-Draft-30-Year-Infrastructure-Strategy -Volume-1.pdf




DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY

The COVID-19 pandemic has cemented the importance of digital
connectivity to the economic success of regional communities.
Research conducted by the Regional Australia Institute found the
number of Australians working from home in a regional setting

doubled between March 2020 and August 2020.

The long term economic outlook for regional Victoria is linked to
access to digital platforms. Whether it be digital training, telehealth
services or lol technology in the agriculture sector, regional
communities require reliable internet connections.

RCV welcomes the investment in regional and rural digital
infrastructure from all levels of government. We hope to see the
continuation of programs that support business-grade broadband
connectivity projects for regional towns.

However, RCV urges policymakers to consider regional digital
infrastructure as necessary to the provision of an essential utility.
As in other areas where privately deployed technologies are relied
upon to provide a public utility, such as energy production, setting
clear targets about the desired digital connectivity outcomes
would help to facilitate private sector investment and investigation
of solutions to coverage’issues.




LIVEABILITY

’https://www.infrastructurevictoria.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Background-paper_The-role-of-infrastructure-in-addressing-regional - disadvantage.pdf, pg. 24




PLANNING

Planning processes as they stand are slow and serve as a handbrake on
regional investment.

Improvements in planning processes would have a substantial and positive
impact on the delivery of infrastructure projects. With an urgent need to
invest in local infrastructure and housing projects, there is a need to fast-
track decisions that have been delayed in the regions.

Regional Development Victoria (RDV) plays an important role in leading
the State Government’s rural and regional economic development. RCV
appreciates RDV’s consultative approach and encourages other elements
of the Victorian Public Service to adopt their approach to engaging local
government stakeholders when operating in regional Victoria.
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The shortage of housing is an urgent issue in the regions. It is critical
that land supply is unlocked and associated enabling infrastructure
is built to ensure liveability in regional communities.

During the pandemic, Australia has seen a 200 per cent increase
in net migration from capital cities to regional areas, according to
Infrastructure Australia.®

The housing shortage is impacting regional cities ability to attract
skilled workers, as well as provide accommodation for visitors and
the seasonal workforce.

RCV welcomes the 25 per cent investment into regional areas of
the $5 billion Big Housing Build program. Our members are willing
to support government assistance and investment in affordable
housing with commitments to provide council land, facilitate
partnerships and provide local leadership.




(4) SUSTAINABILITY

1 0 °https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wgl/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_Full_Report.pdf

"9As per the Australian Local Government Association’s policy centre https://alga.asn.au/policy - centre/climate-change/




WASTE MANAGEMENT

In recent years, the Federal and State Governments have
recognised the need to manage local waste domestically.
Following the Federal Government’s passing of the Recycling
and Waste Reduction Act 2020, banning the export of
unprocessed waste overseas, local governments have
shouldered the majority of the responsibility for managing
waste and realising the potential of a circular economy.

Regional communities are eager to take advantage of the
opportunities presented by increased efforts to recover
and reuse waste. Analysis undertaken by Infrastructure
Australia to determine opportunities for investment in

circular economy waste infrastructure found that 52 of the
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87 potentially new or developed facilities were in regional
Victoria.

Investment in regional Victoria’s waste management
economy will not only help the Victorian Government
achieve its targets outlined in the Recycling Victoria — A
new economy strategy but will also bring much needed jobs
and activity to regional economies.

Regional Cities Victoria believes that revenue raised from
landfill levies should be reinvested in waste processing and
upcycling facilities, particularly those already identified by
Infrastructure Victoria.
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